Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.162; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.2.
In the title compound, C 7 H 8 N 4 S 2 , the dihedral angle between the thiazoline rings is 71.25 (13) . In the crystal, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds connect the molecules into zigzag chains parallel to the ab plane.
Related literature
For applications of thiazole compounds see: Raman et al. (2000) ; Karimian (2009) ; Shi et al. (1996) . For related structures containing an aminothiazole moiety, see: Odabaşog lu & Bü yü kgü ngö r, (2006); Zhao et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2005 ); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-RED; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999 
Comment
The thiazole ring and its derivatives are of great importance in biological systems due to their vast range of biological activities such as anti-inflammatory, analgesic and antipyretic (Raman et al., 2000; Karimian, 2009) , especially against certain breast carcinoma cell lines (Shi et al. 1996) .
The asymmetric unit of the title compound ( 
Experimental
A mixture of formaldehyde (5 mmol) and 2-aminothiazole (10 mmol) and formic acid (0.88 mmol) was added with stirring at room temperature for 24 hrs.The resulting yellow solid was filtered and washed with cold acetonitrile. Single crystals of the title compound were obtained by recrystallization of the colorless solid from acetonitrile.
Refinement
The hydrogen atoms of the N-H groups were found in difference Fourier map and refined isotropically with a distance restraint of N-H 0.850 (19) and 0.850 (18) Å for H2A and H3A, respectively. Hydrogen atoms attached to carbon atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms with C-H = 0.93 Å and Uiso(H) = 1.2 Ueq(C) for thiazole rings and C-H = 0.97 Å and Uiso(H) = 1.2 Ueq(C) for methylene group. Figures   Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
Special details

